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Sweet Harmony – Out of the 
Underground brings together 
more than 40 artists and 
collectives in the underground 
shooting range of Het HEM. 
With newly commissioned and 
iconic artworks, this exhibition 
captures the intensity of rave and 
its social and political resonance.
When we climb through a chain-
link fence into an abandoned
warehouse or gather far outside 
the city to dance through the 
dawn, we step into a radical 
alternative to contemporary 
society. This can be an entirely
hedonistic act, amped up by
drugs, knaldrang and epic sound
systems. But it’s also a political
one: rave as temporary 
autonomous zone, an intentional 
space for unmediated human 
interaction in opposition to 

expected social behavior. 
Sweet Harmony – Out of the 
Underground shows works by 
artists who come from rave 
culture or are inspired by it in their 
practice. Their artistic expressions 
touch upon the spiritual and 
mythical aspects of rave and rave
as a space for (queer) play and
resistance. While highlighting the
artistic heritage of the Amsterdam
nightclub RoXY and the Gabber
halls of Rotterdam, the exhibition
exposes the simultaneous 
emergence of rave culture in 
various cities worldwide. Not in 
the least within our hometown 
Zaandam, where nightclub De 
Waakzaamheid and party-venue 
Hemkade 48 played a significant 
role in the development of 
Dutch  acid-house and gabber 
throughout the ‘90s. 

INVITATION OPENING PARTY SWEET HARMONY

Het HEM opens Sweet Harmony – Out of the Underground
an exhibition about rave culture in the Netherlands and beyond

Opening: 2 September 19.30h



Still image from ‘Deep Down Inside’ (2018), by Thomas van Linge      Sweet Harmony | Out of the Underground is supported by:            

Participating artists: 
Aukje Dekker & Gerald van der 
Kaap, Meeus van Dis, Franklin, 
Nokukhanya Langa, Mark Leckey, 
Thomas van Linge, Vinca  
Petersen, Spyros Rennt, Michele 
Rizzo, Harvey Ross Ball, Sarah 
Schönfeld, Alyson Sillon,  
Ari Versluis, Juha van ‘t Zelfde  
and more.

Curated by:
Maia Kenney, Kim Tuin & Rieke Vos

Participating artists in the
R.A.R.O.X.Y. Room:  
Paul Blanca, Leigh Bowery,  
Cleo Campert, Jean-Paul  
Commandeur, Eric Fens,  
Peter Giele, Harry Heyink,, René 
Habermacher, Jurriaan van Hall, 
Gerald van der Kaap, Inez van 
Lamsweerde & Vinoodh Matadin, 
Seymour Likely, Maxim Meekes, 
Erwin Olaf, Ruud van der Peijl,  
Walter Russ, Niels Schumm & 
Nepco, Gebr. Silvestri, Aam  
Solleveld, Jan Verburg, Guus van 
der Werf and more.

R.A.R.O.X.Y Room curated by:
Joost van Bellen & 
Inez Giele de Jong

Time schedule:
Date: September 2nd, 2022

19:30h – 23:30h
Viewing exhibition

20:30h
Official opening moment with
Amsterdam alderman for culture
Touria Meliani

21:00h – 02:00h
Party at the Dynamic Range Music
Bar.

If you would like to join, please
send an email to info@hethem.nl
before August 30th.

Sweet Harmony: Out of the Underground wordt 
mede mogelijk gemaakt door Mondriaan Fonds

http://info@hethem.nl

